A Salute
to
Emily Brontë
Percy Smith had admired
Emily Brontë’s poetry,
novel and life throughout
his life. After being
demobilised from the
RMA in 1919, one of the
first things he did was to
return to Haworth and
the West Yorkshire
moorland.
He sketched the places he knew had been precious to Emily
Brontë – the wild moorland, the Brontë Bridge, the bog,
Grove Hill Dike as well as the Elizabethan cottages many
consider the inspiration for Wuthering Heights.
He found peace and beauty in
the West Yorkshire wild
moors, and revisited the
scenes on many occasions. He
sketched the Withens – Top,
Middle and Lower, working on
them at different times and
making accurate images of
these farm buildings before
they were allowed to fall into
disrepair and collapse.
In 1923 he produced five
drypoints entitled
‘Wuthering Heights’
published by Colnaghi, Bond
Street, London.
Grove Hill Dike
His 1947
Christmas card
was an imagined
portrait of Emily
Brontë with
Top Withens in
the background
and a border of
the harebells.
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Bleak Landscapes
in
War and Peace
Percy Smith, 1882-1948
was an artist, etcher,
calligrapher, letterer and
typographer of the late
Victorian era. From
childhood he was inspired
by the poetry, novel and
life of Emily Brontë and
loved the bleak, desolate
landscape which was
explored and loved by the Brontë children.
He made sketches of the heath around Haworth, the village
of Haworth and the Elizabethan cottages which were dotted
around the moorland.
When war broke out in 1914 he volunteered to enlist and
after being rejected for health reasons was finally accepted
by the RMA in 1916 to be a member of the Howitzer
Brigade. His work was physically exhausting and required
assembling and operating the enormous 15 inch Howitzer as
well as carrying out the mundane routine activities of road
digging, trench digging, laying wires and patrolling war-torn
areas in the bitter cold winter conditions of late 1916 and
early 1917.
The Fifteen Inch Howitzer
Sketch book to hand he
was determined to
keep an accurate
record of the

everyday life of the
ordinary soldier
inhabiting grim huts,
dark dugouts and
barns ,fetching
wood, marching with
digging parties and
clearing the war-torn landscape around Thiepval following
st
the disastrous attack of July 1 1916. Often in trouble for
sketching he gained permission from his superiors and even
had copper plates sent to him concealed in magazines to
produce etchings using a gramophone needle to be printed
later.

The Dance of Death
Death Marches
Haworth in the 1930’s
His sketches of the moorland portrayed the lonely aspect of
the land surrounding Haworth with its ever-changing
weather patterns, windswept grassland and solitary sheep
grazing.
The Path to the Withens
One of the five drypoints evoking the sparse landscape of
Wuthering Heights.

Death Awed
In 1919 Percy Smith produced a memorable series ‘The
Dance of Death.’ It was only possible to produce this work,
showing his true feelings of disgust at the futility of war and
waste of life after the war – such realistic images of the true
nature of the war were strictly forbidden and censorship
was in operation from 1914 -1918.

